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itics. The proper function of the moral art is to correct the ethical con- 
ceptions, on the one hand, and to perfect the social machinery, on the 
other ; that is, to adapt the latter to the demands of the conscience of the 
groups and to the changing conditions of social life. 

The ethicist, in other words, is to choose as his model and example the 
modern engineer ; he is to be a "social engineer." Just as the construc- 
tion of the smallest machine presupposes a knowledge of physics, chemistry, 
and mathematics, so the improvement of social institutions presupposes a 
knowledge of all the sociological sciences. The engineer draws his plans 
in his office, he puts his invention on paper, and then superintends the 
construction of the work. So, too, the moralist must think out improve- 
ments and then superintend the construction of the new social machine. 
But he must also prepare the collective mind for the change, just as the 
engineer must interest the capitalists in his new invention ; this is done by 
advertising ; the ethical notions of the group affected are influenced by 
books, pamphlets, articles, and instruction. Moral instruction in the 
schools will become a powerful means of realizing the ends ; it is an in- 
strument of reclame. Inventors, propagandists, organizers, and legislators 
will cooperate in utilizing the results of science. 

The moral art, being essentially social, will not regulate the inner life 
of the individual ; it will allow the individual to develop freely and spon- 
taneously. 

The naive faith which the author of this book has in the possibilities of 
sociology reminds one of the eighteenth century Aufklarung. If human 
beings and societies were machines, and we possessed a mathematical 
knowledge of the workings of these machines, his dream of a " social en- 
gineer" might perhaps come true. But this mechanical conception is 
thoroughly out of place here, and however much we may hope that kings 
may be sociologists, it is not to be expected that the sociologists will be 
made kings. Frank Thilly. 

Cornell University. 

Ethik. II. Theil. Von Max Wentscher. Leipzig, Verlag von Johann 
Ambrosius Barth, 1905. — pp. xii, 396. 

The first volume of this work, which appeared in 1902, offers a critical 
examination of the ultimate standards of all ethical evaluation. In it the 
author emphasizes his opposition to the tendencies of our age ; his system is 
idealistic, individualistic, and indeterministic. The principle of freedom 
is made the basis of ethics, and the development of the free personality 
into a complete self, the ideal. From this principle of freedom, Professor 
Wentscher holds, all the moral ideals, duties, and rights can be deduced 
with logical necessity, that is, a system of ethics can be erected upon this 
principle. The construction of such a system is the object of the second 
volume. 
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Freedom is not a natural or native possession of man, but something 
to be achieved. In order to realize itself, the free will must have problems 
to solve, the personality must have a field in which to exercise itself. Three 
great spheres of human action are taken up by the author in three books ; 
they are : the Organization of Individual Life, the Organization of Histori- 
cal-National Life, and the Organization of Cultural Life. In the First Book 
are discussed Education and Bildung ; Marriage and Family ; Calling and 
Conduct ; Conceptions of Life and the World. The Second Book deals 
with the Individual and Society ; Historical-Political Life (the Constitution, 
Politics, and Ethics, State and Church) ; National Spiritual Life. The 
Third Book takes up : Problems of Civilization and the Particular Person- 
ality ; the Organization of Cultural Life. All these spheres of action owe 
their ethical significance solely to the fact that they offer the personality a 
field for the exercise of its free willing. The state, the church, national 
life, and civilization are not goods in themselves ; the achievements of 
men have value only as means of realizing personality, as living acts of per- 
sonality. Life is worth as much as we can make of it ; its worth depends 
not upon external results ; it consists in the realization of higher freedom, of 
a higher, diviner humanity. To be sure, such a higher humanity cannot 
be attained unless we earnestly strive to realize fully and perfectly our ideas 
and ideals in this world, unless we devote ourselves with an undivided love 
to all our works. But this love must never become a slavish passion, and 
lose itself in its object ; the work has eternal value only as the living deed 
of the personality. 

" Hochstes Gliick der Erdenkinder 
1st nur die Personlichkeit." 

We are not greatly impressed with Professor Wentscher's attempts to de- 
duce all forms of conduct from so empty a formula as the principle of 
freedom. Still, the important thing for us, after all, is not how he thinks 
he gets his ideals, duties, and rights, but what they actually are. The 
book is a fine expression of the doctrine of self-realization in its best form. 
As a protest against certain extreme socialistic tendencies of the age and 
as a plea for a vigorous, healthy, ethical individualism, it is especially 
valuable. Frank Thilly. 

Cornell University. 

Die Erkenntnistheorie der Naturforschung der Gegenwart. Unter Zu- 
grundelegung der Anschauungen von Mach, Stallo, Clifford, Kirchhoff, 
Hertz, Pearson und Ostwald, dargestellt von H. Kleinpeter. Leipzig, 
Verlag von Johann Ambrosius Barth, 1905. — pp. xii, 156. 

Dr. Kleinpeter bases his theory of knowledge upon the views of Mach, 
Stallo, Clifford, Kirchhoff, Hertz, Pearson, and Ostwald. The present work 
is an endeavor to expand the kernel of thought common to all these writers 
into a complete and coherent epistemology. Thus, while the general stand- 



